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Congregation: Temple Beth El, Huntington, NY

Vision:  Temple Beth El is an exciting, vibrant community.  Hand in hand, yad b’yad, we will continue to create memorable experiences for our congregational family.  Multigenerational learning opportunities will deepen the excitement of Jewish living and Jewish thought.  Through various educational experiences in our synagogue, we will connect to our Jewish peers, to the greater Jewish community and to the world as Jews.

Alternative Model Description:  

Adventures in Judaism:

This would involve 7th graders.  It is project-based learning.  The students would not attend regular, weekly religious school, but instead attend on- and off-site programs with important themes (community service, Jewish heritage, environmentalism, etc…).  By this point, most students have a good handle on the Hebrew that they have learned and the most important thing for them to learn is the service, so each program would also include a student-run t’fillah service.  If a student is weak in Hebrew, there would be an option for them to attend a Tuesday or Thursday for the Mitkadem program to strengthen their Hebrew.

.

First Bold Steps:

We are in the beginning of the process of implementing this program for September.  Our group ended up combining portions of the “Choosing your Alternate Model” and “First Bold Steps,” as we chose our model with a specific grade in mind.  We have one first bold step, and that is to implement the program.  

Funding and Governance: An allotment has been placed into our budged request for this year for an additional teacher and materials.  We are in the process of creating a sub-team to work with our principal to design curriculum and implement this program.

Goals and Early Outcomes:

Still not there yet…

