TempleBeth David Selected to RE-IMAGINE its ReligiousSchool
The word “imagine” prompts us to picture something in our mind. To see something in our mind’s eye that we either have seen before or know enough about to formulate an image. That is what it is to imagine, but what is it to “re-imagine”? 

Temple Beth David has been selected, along with four other New York area synagogues, to participate in an exciting 18 month project called the “RE-IMAGINE Project”. The project, led by the Experiment in Congregational Education (ECE), a national leader in synagogue transformation and Jewish educational change, will take us, as a congregation, on a journey to re-imagine our religious school.

The ECE is a project of the Rhea Hirsch School of Education, based at the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion in Los Angeles. It was founded based on the belief that learning is the most effective pathway towards transforming congregations into “communities of meaning” in which members are involved and engaged with Jewish living, and learning. Embarking on the journey by re-imagining the religious school therefore, is a wonderfully meaningful place to begin.

So, instead of just imagining what our religious school is, or will be, we will with the ECE as our guide, begin the process of re-imagining. The ECE provides us with a sound framework within which to reflect on our own history and needs as a congregation. A Temple Beth David task force, committed to the “RE-IMAGINE Project, will have access to models of innovative programming at synagogues that have already begun their journey with the ECE and are seeing their vision realized. The ECE process though is to help us as a congregation to articulate, intensify, broaden and realize our own vision.

What is most intriguing about this journey is that the destination is unknown. The ECE is there to support and to guide us, but has no particular destination in mind. The roads that we travel will be ours alone…the journey and destination more meaningful as we travel together.

The Temple Beth David RE-IMAGINE Task Force

To find out more about the Experiment in Congregational Education (ECE) and the RE-IMAGINE Project go online at www.ECEOnline.org
