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Congregation:
SOUTH HUNTINGTON JEWISH CENTER
Vision: Just as Abraham and Sarah’s tent was an oasis in the desert, at South Huntington Jewish Center we welcome everyone to share in Jewish traditions, rituals and lifelong learning experiences.

In our Learning Center, children are partners with teachers, parents, grandparents, other family members and congregants in creating powerful Jewish memories, performing acts of loving kindness (gemilut hasidim) and forming strong, proud Jewish identities.

Our children learn to perform mitzvot, develop a deep, personal connection to Israel, read Torah, lead services and observe Shabbat and holidays through communal experiences, spirited musical events and innovative programming.
Alternative Model Description:       Collegiate Model
This alternative model is meant to evoke a form of higher education. Our goals in this model are to provide students with the foundations and skills for life-long learning by teaching critical and creative thinking, teamwork and problem solving and ethical reasoning and action.

We identified the learners for the pilot project as the Alef class. This model would consist of two year long courses, one in Hebrew, the other Holidays through the Arts. The culminating event for the Hebrew course would be Alef Consecration. The culminating events for the Holidays course would be the celebration of the holidays as they occurred throughout the year.

Instead of a third year long course there would be four eight week modules. One would be about Shabbat and would be experiential, including sharing Shabbat dinners in classmates' homes w/ the culminating event being a Shabbat dinner in shul. Another module would be about Israel involving, for example, Israeli food, dance, history, culture and Skyping with Israelis. The culminating event for this module would be our Yom HaAtzmaot celebration. The third module would be Hesed with hands-on projects and learning including adopt a family, learning Jewish music to give concerts at nursing homes and other community service. The fourth module would be called The Jewish Tool Box. It would teach families Jewish Living skills like how to wrap tefillin, how to build a sukkah, what to say and do at a shiva minyan, how to blow a shofar, and how to shake a lulav and etrog. The culminating event for this module would be a demonstration assembly for the other Religious School grades.

We identified the teachers as our current Alef faculty for the two year-long courses and our professional staff consisting of the Rabbi, Hazzan, educational director and family educator for the modular courses.
First Bold Steps:  We are beginning a pilot program offering six six-week chugim to our Bet and Gimel students during the weeks remaining in Religious School after Pesach break. Students will have the opportunity to sign up for the chug which most interests them. The chugim will be taught be the regularly assigned Religious School teachers.
Funding and Governance: No additional funding is anticipated to implement this alternative model. Current staff, along with the professional staff will be utilized to offer this program.
Goals and Early Outcomes:
Our goal is to engage the students in hands-on, immersion-style learning. As the first bold steps have not yet been taken, there are no early outcomes to report.
