Temple Israel of Jamaica

Vision: Temple Israel of Jamaica, like the Burning Bush, generates continuous energy creating a dynamic atmosphere for Jewish life. The Temple Israel of Jamaica community will:

ADVANCE \d12
Create positive Jewish memories that Congregants cherish for life.

ADVANCE \d12
Apply at home the principles, customs and traditions learned in the Temple.

ADVANCE \d12
Teach the importance of performing Tikkun Olam and pursuing Mitzvot as part of the core of Jewish spirituality.

ADVANCE \d12
Nurture a connection, commitment and solidarity with Israel.

ADVANCE \d12
Build a stronger community by invigorating the partnership among spiritual  leaders, teachers, students and congregants.

ADVANCE \d12
Foster a sense of reverence and provide an environment to encounter G-d.
Initiative: DOUBLE E - Adult Education and Excursions (during Sunday School) and All-Ages Weekend Excursions

This initiative addresses our vision’s emphasis on shaping a dynamic atmosphere in the temple and generating energy; this initiative will help adults learn practical knowledge to apply at home (holiday celebrations etc.); this initiative will build a stronger community by invigorating the adult members of the community and bring learning and fun to them.

The students will primarily be adults (both parents of the students in the school and other adults who are interested in learning.)  For each segment we’d hope to enroll a dozen adults who would choose to be a part of the entire year’s program or pick and choose the subjects and trips that appeal to them. For guest speakers the goal would be 50 - 75 people. The initiative would most meet sometime between 9am and 12 noon on Sundays, but on occasion there would be an all day trip or a weekend trip. 

A year-long configuration could be as follows: 6 weeks of classes in the fall (divided among subject matters, for example, one 3-week course; one 2-week course; and one 1-shot day) and 6 weeks in the spring. Each semester there would be 2 excursions - one on a Sunday morning for adults only and one all-day or all weekend excursion for children and adults.

For the learning sessions, we would begin at 9:30 am and spend not more than an hour and fifteen minutes in “class.” There would be one teacher per day or a guest speaker or round table discussion depending upon the subject matter. The class would meet in the library. The school students would not be integrated into this. However, there could be classes for adults on the same subjects that the students are learning about.
Pilot: TRIPLE  E: Education, Entertainment and Excursions!
Addresses 2 main aspects of our Vision: 1) Build a stronger community by invigoration the partnership among spiritual leaders, teachers, students an congregants; 2) Create positive Jewish memories for life. Two 3-part series in the fall (each session can be attended as one)
1) Baseball and Jews or perhaps call it something like “Cohen At The Bat: Jews and Baseball”  “Baseball and 18 Carat Diamonds”

Part I. Book Discussion, The Celebrant: historical characters from NY Giants. 9/17

 

Part II. Movie (possibly a film about Hank Greenberg, The Natural 9/18

Part III. Excursion to the New York Jewish Sports Hall of Fame, 9/22  -w/Sunday School
2) Jews of the the 20th Century Labor Movement perhaps calling it “Shirtwaists and Sit-Ins”.

Part I. Movie (possibly 2 silent shorts or  Crossing Delancy) 11/5 

Part II. Excursion: Big Onion Walking Tour of the Lower East Side  11/19

Part III. Book or Short Story Discussion, 12/3
Governance: The task force will continue with some changes. The Rabbi, religious school director and members of the task force are spearheading the project. We will bring new people on board using the first phase of the project to encourage new involvement.
Infrastructure: We have started to align some of the religious school programming with the vision statement from re-imagine. The religious school director, in conjunction with the staff and the Rabbi has already started to institute some program changes in the curriculum that has been met with positive results. We have begun to communicate the goals/vision established thru re-imagine with the religious school committee, the Board of TTees, and the congregation. It has been met with support. 
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The RE-IMAGINE Project of New York ¢ A project of the Experiment in Congregational Education (ECE) * Sponsored by UJA-Federation of New York

The ECE is a project of the Rhea Hirsch School of Education, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, Los Angeles
The work of the ECE is made possible by generous grants from many funders. www.eceonline.org/funders




