A Framework for Meaning Making Learning:
Reaching Deeper and Broader

Jewish education, to positively influence learners to become actively identified Jews, needs to work within a meaning making framework. Such a framework focuses educational goals beyond learning material and extends to developing not only a  learner’s knowing, but also his/her believing, belonging and living. To achieve this deeper set of goals educators must work on influencing a broadened sphere beyond the student/learner and include parents, community and provide relevant experiences. 

“Meaning Making is not just a process that goes on in one’s head. As Brian Street reminds us, learners should not be ‘treated as though they are autonomous, as though they can be separated from society that’s given meaning to their uses of literacy.’ Thus students’ co-construction of meaning implies that their search for meaning is strongly influenced by social and cultural factors. Students, of course, bring to learning their genetic capabilities “wired” into their brains at birth. But they also bring their perceptions and interpretations of what Paulo Friere called ‘the world and the word,” i.e. their social histories, their experiences and knowledge, and their belief systems. Michael Crichton calls this social context the ‘invisible rule of the past.’ What this means is that students are significantly influenced by their interactions with their families, community, teachers, peers and the authors of the texts they hear, see, read and otherwise experience.”

(The Plainer Truths by Dr. Morton Botel p. 5, 2003)
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Community-Relationships/Space


Social and cultural factors influence the learner’s co-construction of meaning, influenced by the values and practices of peers, teachers, etc. Space that reflects the norms, values and practices of the community














Parents


/Caregivers


Students are highly influenced by the choices, practices, and beliefs of the adults in their lives








Self –Individual


Individuals bring to learning—


unique, hard wired capacities, interests, abilities, etc.









































Experiences


Interacting—developing experiences


with the learning enables a learner to co�construct learning





BELONG





KNOW





LIVE





BELIEVE





Learners desire to know, know how to access and have an ongoing desire—to know the concepts, values, tools to lead a Jewish life





Learners are actively engaged in a spiritual journey





Learners move learning in to daily life choices, practice ritual, tzedakah, etc.





Learners develop a sense of belonging to the Jewish community—land of Israel, to Klal Yisrael








[image: image1.jpg]
1

[image: image2.jpg]RE|AMAGTINE

The RE-IMAGINE Project of New York ¢ A project of the Experiment in Congregational Education (ECE) * Sponsored by UJA-Federation of New York

The ECE is a project of the Rhea Hirsch School of Education, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, Los Angeles
The work of the ECE is made possible by generous grants from many funders. www.eceonline.org/funders



