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Congregation:  Sinai Free Synagogue

Vision: Sinai Free Synagogue, a Reform Jewish community, embraces the value our Jewish tradition teaches us, “All of us are responsible for one another,” Kol Yisrael Aravim Zeh BaZeh. We fulfill this responsibility by nurturing a vibrant Jewish identity through Torah, worship, loving deeds, cultural and religious education, and by fostering a love of Israel.  Members join together to build a strong connection between synagogue, school and home.  We welcome all members to participate in our rich communal experiences and we encourage life-long Jewish learning.  As a community, we share our joys and pray together on Shabbat, Jewish holidays and at family simchas. We provide support and comfort within our congregational family and the wider community by making the world a better place through Tikkun Olam, repairing the world.  These shared moments create a bond within our community that enables each member to learn and develop a love and appreciation of Judaism and Jewish traditions.

Our warm and comfortable environment includes those wishing to enhance their Jewish education, those new to Judaism and non-Jewish family members. As a diverse Jewish community, we strive to be open, inclusive and responsive to all who wish to participate in Jewish life – singles, couples and families in all their forms. We provide a religious education for our children and congregants that fosters the formation of a strong Jewish connection.  We engage our members in rich traditions, which are shared across generations.  SFS is proud of its ability to unite as a community through active Jewish living and learning, creating a “home away from home” for each congregant.
Alternative Model Description:

Shabbat-based Learning (Year-long) with two month intense Tikkun Olam program

Initially, the learners will be Grades 6 & 7, and their parents, as well as other interested congregants, such as Torah Study Group.  Two Saturday mornings/month.

Sample Shabbat schedule: 


Social gathering.morning blessings over pastries/coffee.  Rabbi begins chanting Ma Tovu; families sit together with teachers present (having been instructed by the rabbi to take this time for prayer).  Parents place hands on children for priestly blessing.  Rabbi leads blessing for Torah study and announces adult class options.  Everyone moves to their classroom.


Separate learning sessions for adults and children.  Children meet with teachers; adults meet for Torah study;  Special Shabbat program for younger siblings.


Shabbat morning services in sanctuary.


Optional Kiddush lunch organized by volunteer parent.

Other teachings:


1 afternoon/week.  2 Sundays per month.  No regular Sunday school on those weeks for these students.

Tikkun Olam component will be organized January – March, meeting weekly to learn, plan and facilitate a project.

