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Congregation:  Temple Israel Center

Vision:

Temple Israel Center Religious School engages our children and their families in the beauty of living and learning Jewishly. 

We believe that, just as each letter in a Torah scroll is indispensable, each child’s spiritual development is necessary for the integrity and the continuity of the Jewish community and for living responsibly in the world. 

Our families and our community learn and live the mitzvot of Torah, Jewish values, a love of Israel, tikkun olam and prayer

Here at TIC, we are going from good to great, from the ordinary to the extraordinary! That means that we will not only be learning about Judaism, but living it. The new pilot for K-2 recognizes that the BEST learning occurs when there is a living context in which a community values and practices what is being taught.  Learning will also take place outside of the classroom, including such places as in the home and the synagogue; in the larger community and in small groups; in open discussions and in private reflection.
First Bold Steps:

. K-2 Pilot (second Track to current programming)

· Learning Hebrew through songs and children’s storybooks written in Hebrew.

· Materials will be for parents to read/sing with their children 

· Materials will also be available on tape for parents who do not know Hebrew.

· Shabbat workshops and informal Friday night dinners in participant homes

· Assignment of a shul buddy to guide a parent through the Shabbat morning service and siddur

· Parent parallel learning (including Hebrew)

· Holiday celebrations together as a group and with the TIC community, in particular with Youth and Family programming

· Journal writing (goal setting and reflection)

· Creation of a “Jewish toolbox” for every home

Funding and Governance: 

· New part-time educator hired to help develop and implement programming. Funds to be provided in the upcoming budget for programming.

Goals and Early Outcomes:
Goals:

· To develop a hevrah, a group of families that will grow together through the school, year by year, grade by grade

· To bring Jewish learning into their homes

· To share Jewish experiences with their children, both at home and within the TIC community

· To create opportunities for families to learn with other families

· To create opportunities for parents to learn with their children

Outcomes:

· Families will begin to see how “living” Judaism can enrich their lives

· Families will participate in Jewish experiences in both the synagogue setting and in each other’s homes

· Families will feel connected to other families in the pilot program and to the TIC community

· Parents will want to partner with TIC educators in the education of their children
