Two Different Visions and Educational Models
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Temple Shalom of Ardmore

Vision Statement
Our congregation is a well, like the wells of our Israelite ancestors, where the generations gather to know each other, nourish each other and learn with and from each other on the rhythm of Jewish life as we strive to live in Oneness.

Program Description: 
Temple Shalom’s families select from a number of ways to gather together at learning centers, either in each other’s homes or at the Temple.  Some families gather in homes for weekly Jewish learning and celebrating. Kids are seated on the floor while one of the parents teaches. Under the guidance of a professional teacher, the other parents prepare to teach the coming sessions. One child is with his aunt and another child, Rich, is with an elder from the congregation, Mrs. Rosenberg. She began participating on days when Rich’s dad worked late. Now Mrs. Rosenberg comes regularly with a friend. Learning is linked to living, so this class, or as they call it, this tribe, is planning a ceremony for putting up a mezuzah on Mrs. Rosenberg’s new apartment door.  They have been to Jewish cultural events in the city and are planning their first trip to Israel.
There is another group of families who attend weekly Shabbat evening at the Temple for learning, praying and socializing. The service begins with a niggun. At the Torah reading, kids and adults turn in hevruta to grapple with Torah, like the verse “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” Congregants take turns leading the Torah learning. A typical discussion on a text like “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth” would start off with the question, “Think about an argument you had this week with a friend, a coworker, or a sibling.  In what ways might you have handled this argument differently had you thought about this text? How about next time you have a disagreement?” When the Torah buzz quiets, children and adults stand to say the name of someone in need of healing before the misheberach is sung. 

In the Temple, teens and congregants gather for lattes in their Starbucks lounge for text study before weekly visits to the local nursing home. Later that day they participate in a chat room discussion, facilitated by the rabbi, about experiencing a greater Oneness amidst brokenness. 

1. What is the purpose of Jewish education? 

2. Who are the teachers and who are the learners (including the role of parents in children’s Jewish education)?
3. What is the relationship between Jewish learning and living? 

4. What is the role of community in Jewish education?

5. In what ways are their programs aligned with their vision? 

Temple Israel of Penn Valley
Vision Statement

Our congregation is committed to creating a school of excellence where children will grow to be literate, well-informed Jewish adults. We will garner the resources needed so our school will employ the best practices of secular education and so that our teachers, curriculum and assessment tools will be cutting edge. 

Program Description:

Beginning in the first grade, students attend religious school twice a week. Classes are grouped according to age and according to ability. No student is placed in a learning setting that is too difficult or too easy. Teachers have well-developed lesson plans that have been submitted and reviewed by the principal prior to class.

Students engage in many different kinds of learning activities that include drama, music, art, and literature. All of the lessons are linked to the objectives and goals that have been determined by a curriculum sub-committee of the education committee and an expert from BST University. The curriculum group created a spiral curriculum for each grade. 

Parents attend student performances of the Jewish choir and theater group yearly. Parents also attend three times a year when the children lead services on Saturday morning. Each prayer that the students lead has been practiced both in class and with supporting homework assignments. Parents receive monthly letters from teachers noting the goals and objectives that have been covered in the classroom.

Assessment is a regular and surprisingly pleasant part of the program. Teachers, who yearly attend 20 hours of staff development, employ methods of learning assessment such as reflective journals and learning diaries. Students who fall behind in the learning are given remedial help. Students who are significantly advanced are part of a “yotair” (more) program where they receive enrichment.

When making the decisions about budget the Board keeps in mind their commitment to educational excellence and makes sure, even if it requires additional fundraising, to provide money for teacher training and highly competitive salaries.

1. What is the purpose of Jewish education? 

2. Who are the teachers and who are the learners (including the role of parents in children’s Jewish education), 

3. What is the relationship between Jewish learning and living? 

4. What is the role of community in Jewish education?

5. In what ways are their programs aligned with their vision? 
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