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ot Stag Text Study A - Bet
“®&" Keeping the Broken Tablets

In small groups, after saying the blessing before study, read the following texts and
commentary out loud. Ask people to share responses with each other. Keep a list of
responses and report results to the entire Task Force when you reconvene.

The Torah tells us that, upon descending the mountain with Gedisrigten on two stone
tablets in his hands, Moses reacted to what the Israedresdoing:
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As soon as Moses came near the camp and saw the calf and the dancingmiee|bec
enraged; and he hurled the tablets from his hands and shatemedttthe foot of
the mountain.

Exodus 32:19
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Much later, near the end of his life, Moses describes how Godeehose original
tablets:
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Thereupon the Lord said to me, “Carve out two tablets of stone likesheand
come up to Me on the mountain; and make an ark of wood. | willlieson the
tablets the commandments that were on the first tabletgdhamashed, and you
shall deposit them in the ark.” | made an ark of acacia woodawaddout two
tablets of stone like the first; | took the two tablets wil and went up the
mountain. The Lord inscribed on the tablets the same text ae dinst, the Ten
Commandments that He addressed to you on the day of the Assenditlye drord
gave them to me. Then | left and went down from the mountain, @eubsited
the tablets in the ark that | had made, where they still atbedsord had
commanded me.

Deuteronomy 10:1-5
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Though we live in a consumer society in which we rarely hold onto thlragseem to
have outlived their usefulness, we can’t help but wonder, What appehed to the first
tablets—the broken tablets—that God gave Moses?

We learn from the Talmud:
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Rabbi Judah bar Illai taught: Two Arks journeyed with Israelenitiiderness—
one in which the Torah was placed, and the other in which thet3 &lotken by
Moses were placed. The one in which the Torah was placed was kept imthe Te
of Meeting: the other, containing the broken Tablets, would come andlgo wit
them.

Talmud Yerushalmi, Shekalim 1:1

1. What do you think the broken tablets represented to the les®elitvhat would be
gained by keeping both sets of tablets with them? What kind of ojppasiight
they have encountered to doing so?

2. Though both were kept, why might the old and new tablets have bhateseparate
from each other?

3. As you proceed on your journey of re-imagining how your congregadiocates

children, what is “old” or “broken” in your school that, despite its @aom holds
such special meaning for you that you want to have it “come @hdith you?
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